
WWW.DAIRYHERITAGEMUSEUM.CA

It all began in the 1980’s.  Local farmers Andy and Lotty van Kasteren 
decided to start collecting older dairy and heritage items to ensure that 
future generations would be able to have an appreciation for how our 
founding farming families and tradesmiths once lived.

For the �rst 12 years, the van Kasterens hunted at auctions and estate 
sales, and received donations by local farmers. As the collection grew, a 
new building was constructed. In order to ensure the beautful collection 
lived on, Gay Lea Foods purchased the museum in 2008.

 

 

Gay Lea Foods Co-operative Ltd. (owned 
equally  by 1,300 Ontario farmers) is committed 
to dedicated stewardship of Ontario's dairy 
heritage, and educating our future leaders. 

A history of 50+ years has imbedded in us the 
importance of  “standing on the shoulders of 
giants”; of being able to embrace the future, 
thanks to the lessons learned from those 
pioneers who built our tried and trusted, 
democratic foundation.

The Story...

Located at: 48075 Jamestown Line
R. R. #2, Aylmer, ON, N5H 2R2

Phone:1-888-773-2955
Email: museum@gayleafoods.com

-located on a beautiful 98-acre 
site just outside of Alymer.

 

About our Museum

-Full classroom facilities 

 - No cows/other animals on site
 
- Students bring own snacks/lunches
 - Some team-building, co-operative    
    games may take place outside,    
    weather permitting. 

WWW.DAIRYHERITAGEMUSEUM.CA

Andy & Lotty van Kasteren

 

Book Your Trip Today! 

Located just
outside of Alymer



Located in

The Gay Lea Dairy Heritage Museum 
is excited to provide educational �eld trips, 
in–class presentations, and resources for South-
Western Ontario’s Secondary teachers. 

Programming for grades 9-12 focuses on the power 
of Co-operatives, Canadian History/Heritage, and 
the importance of community, and have been 
designed to align with the curriculum of the 
courses indicated in the following panels.

1.Intro to Business, Civics, Economics Gr. 11&12
2.Grade 10 History, Civics 

Despite the fact co-operatives enjoy a survival rate of MORE 
THAN TWICE THAT of other types of businesses, and are demo-
cratically controlled by their workers/members, the co-op model 
has remained a relative mystery in many Canadian classrooms. 

Employing examples such as the Green Bay Packers, band-
owned record labels, consumer-owned grocery stores, and Gay 
Lea Foods Co-op (owned equally by 1,300 Ontario Farmers), 
students will learn about this inspiring, community-focused 
form of Business.

On this half-day �eld trip, students will visit the Museum for 
their Co-ops 101 workshop, and then continue on to two more 
local co-operatives, where they will meet with local entrepre-
neurs and young professionals who will provide an in-depth and 
practical perspective on the diversity of co-op sector.

Grade 9 & 10
Civics
Career Studies
Intro. to Business

Grade 11
Entrepreneurship

Grade 12
International Business Fundamentals
Business Leadership
Economics: The Individual & the Economy
Economics: Analysing Current Econ. Issues
Social Studies: Equity & Social Justice
Social Studies: Challenge & Change in Society

Grade 10
History: Canadian History 
                since WW1

Grade 11
History:  World History 
                 since 1900

Grade 12
World Issues:  A Geographic
                           Analysis

History: World History 
                since 1500

Teacher’s Notes: 
  All visits will include:
      - A guided tour of the museum
   
     

- Team-building challenges &
  co-operative games

Half Day Program: $6 per student
*Teachers, Teaching Assistants & 
Volunteers are free of charge

____________________________
- a workshop of your choice

In our ever-accelerating world, it’s easy to forget that merely 100 
years ago, Canadians had no health care, women were refused 
the right to vote, only 1 in every 15 people owned a telephone, 
and over 60% of the population lived on farms.

In this workshop, we’ll explore - particularly from the farmer’s 
perspective - the economic, social, political and technological 
changes that laid the foundation for the Canada we know today.  
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